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GEORGIANS CRITERIW-Rni-ERRNCED T^ING TEST 



NliW miLV I'OR TEAGIEI^S 



In lt)75, the Georgia Ucpiirtment of Education completed development of criterion- 
referenced reading tests in reading for grades 4 and 8. Thes^ tests were ^ - 
administered on a statewide basis for the first time in the spring of 1976. 
The purpose for developing these tests was -^o provide the teachers with specific 
information on the performance level of each student so that diagnostic and 
prescriptive teaching might be better facilitated. It was felt that the previous 
standardized test procedures provided little substanative information of the 
progress of , individual students. 

On the surface, these new tests dfeveloped by Georgia educators do not appear to-^ 
differ from standardized tests. There are, however, several important differeqpes. 
One noticeable difference is the language and termiTlolog)' of. the test. Locally > 
familiar places, people, and objects w^re used in the t.est items. In this sense, 
the tests have been "Georgianized". ¥ot example, in one section dealing with map 
redding skills, a portion of tl^e Georgia map was used. In other sections of the / 
tests Teferences are made to places and events with which Georgia children would 
be familiar.* It was' felt by the test committees that use of .fami'liar names and 
places in the actual test would make for a less threatening testing situation for 
the students. 



Another unique feature of the Georgia cr iter ion- refe^enc^^d reading tests is the 
fact that the skills identified and testefi were those specified by Georgia educators 
as ^being essential for success in grades 4 and 8. In t^ie^^eveloprfteat of these 
objectives, 50,000 reading specialists, teachers and others throughout Georgia 
were asked to put in order of priority a list o^f objectives taken from the Goals 
for Education in Georgia , (1975), the Atlai^|g Assessment Project objectives, and 
numerous Georgia curriculun guides. Committees of teachers, administrators, college 
and university personnel, and^M^te department staff persons rcsviewed the 18,131. 
responses to the survey. ^JH^ 20 objectives receiving highest priority ranking at 
the 4th and 8th grade levels were selected as the objectives to be Used in '''the. 
construction of the tests. A listingW tnose objectives for 4th and. 8th grades 
is as follows: ' ' - . 



4th (Irade- 



1. The student ain distinguish between sentence Tragments and 

complete sentences. 



The student can identify the sounds of beginning consonants, or 
two- letter coml^inations 'Of consoniints. 



3. ^ The student can ic|entify tlie sounds of long vowels in one and two 

syllable words and die sounis of short vowels in one and two 
syllable words; 

4. The student can identify the nimber of syllables in a word and can 
divide words into syllables correctly-. 

^ » . 

5. ' The* students can ntify the sounds that vowels have when they 

appear before L,W, and can distinguish between the two' 

different sound pf "C :.d "G".^ 

6. The student can select tJie appropriate word such as here , under , 
beside , above. , et^c. to indicate position or location. 

7. The student can identify contractions and abbreviations. 



Th(i student caji- select the appropriate Verbs or adjectives which 
correctly complete sentences* ^ 

_ i 

9." The student can- select the appropriate meaning for the following 

, wor4 endings: s, es, ies, ing, ed, ly, er, est. . 

10. The student dan recognize simple vocabulary words instantly when 
seen without Iiaving to analyze them in order to pronoLjnce them. 

11. The student can match symbols and pronouns to the things, ideas, or 



persons th^t they represent. 

ERJC : V X . . 4 



The Mudcnt can read short selections antl identilV the main idea and 
the sui)jK)rting details in the selections road. 

Tlie students can read short selections and identify which statements 
are facts and which statements express the writer's opinions. 

The student can arrange grouj)s of ol<jccts or ideas into siiTq)le 
categories. 

The student can arrange words in order from the most general to tlie 
most specif ic. 

» I 

The student aui read-a simple selection, idenfify "lieroes", "villains' 
other main characters, and the setting. 
# 

The student <can distinguish bet^scen the obvioas and implied meanings 
in simple statements. 

The student can alphabetize words according to the first two letters, 
imd can use dictionaries and tables of content to locate Specific 
information. 

The student can read and comprehend a sijirple passage and ^n draw 
conclusions, recognize cause and effect relationships, and/or the 
sequence of events in the material read. . ' 



The student recognizes the correct use of basic punctuation mai:ks 
and recognizes how punctuation can change the meaning of a sentence. 



8tli Cirado 



The student can recognize long vowels in, words, short, vtnvels in words, 
and co»nbinations of vowels in words, ' ' ' ' 



The student 'can identify the sounds of two and three-letter combinations 
or consonants in wordL. 



The student can divide words into syllables correctly. 

The student can recognize how the samp word accented in different positions 
can have different meaning. ^ 

The student can identify the pounds that vowels hiive when they appear 
before i(, L, W, and U in wor5s and can distinguish between the two 
di£i'efQnt sounds of 'V and "G" in words. 

The stuclent can identify the phonetic spellings of words as they might 

\ 

appear in a dictionar>', 

\ ■■ . 

The student can use a dictionary for the following purposes: selecting 

T 

^appropriate word^ meaning, finding s>7ionyms, and finding antonyms. 

' . ■ ' ' ' « 

Xhe Student can use the table of contents and the index to locate specific 
information iix a textbooJc or a reference book. 

The student can demonstrate the ability to locate materials in a library. 

The student can read a selection and ciistinguish between the main ideas 

. * 

and the supporting 'details in the material read. • , . . 

•The student can read newspaper articles and advertisements and determine 
v^ich statements are facts and which ones are statements of the author's 
opinions or preferences . ^ • 



The studt'iU cai) read a |);is^a^;c^ aiul dotcniiinL^ tluv onltM' in vvliich tho 
eveiils occurred in the nuitcrial iwid. * ' 



The student ean read typical textbook passa^'.es illastrat<Hi with a diagram 
and can accurately interj)ret, the iiiateriiil presented. 

I'he student can read a passage and resi)ond accurately to questions ol' 
^^1L^» ^^IliL^j ^^hen;, tsherc , and Miy as they relate to tlie mater kil read. 

Tlie student can read simple poems and recognj^e the oln ious and Ini^il led 
meanings of statements, patterns or rlnine, and |)at terns of sound ip the 
poems . 

.The student can interpret tlie meaning of prefixe s and suffixes ^' and 
can recognize the root v\'Drd in wordi^ presented. 

The student can match s>Tnbols and pronouns to the things, ideas, ot 
persons Lliat they r^^lesent, ^ 

The student can place v^-ords in appropriate c^itegories an4 can arrange 
words in order from' the most general to* the most specific. 



The student can distinguish between sentence fragments an^ complete 
sentences and can correctly combine two or more' sent gi^es to form a 
single sentence > 



y 

The students can identify the plurals nouns or the appropriate verb 

\ 

forms which correctly complete given sentences. 



The objectives were then restated as reading goals in five general categories by the 
(ioorgia Ik?partinent of Iklucat ion, 1970. 



4rh (irado VtK-abular-y Skills 8th (iradc 

,1. Tlie student should be able 't/j 1.* The student should be able to re- 

recognize simple voCc'i[)ulary cognize general vocabulaty terns and 

words (such as big, liave, simple vocabulary terms from content 



look), on siglit. 



areas (such as science, social 
studies, etc.) on sight. 



Word Recognition Skills 



2. The student should know the 
sounds represented by letters 
ajid basic two- letter combinations 
(such as st as in stop and sh^ as 
in sh ipj and the rules wliich ex- 
plain those sounds in words. 



2, The student should know the sounds of 
letters and letter combinations (such 

^ SJLL street , th as in those » 

oi, as ijfi noise , and au as in caution) 
and the rules which explain those 
sounds in words . 



3. The student should be able *to sep- 
arate simple words into syllables 
correctly;, identify the words rep- 
resented by contractions (can't - 
cannot) and abbreaviations (Ga. - 
Georgia), and understand tlie meaning 
and use of simple word endings such 
as ing , s, ed, and er) . 



3. The student should be able to separate 
words into syllables correctly, under- 
stand the use and function pf accents' 
in words (for example, sub ject, 
sub ject) and understand the meaning " 
and use of prefixes (such as dn in 
unhappy) and suffixes (such as e£ in 
harder) in words 



Conpreheasion/Language Usage 



The student should be able to identify 
conplete sentences and select the 
appropriate part of sf>eech (noun, 
verb, adjective, or adverb) which 
correctly completes a given sentence. 
The student should be able to uider- 
stand the meaning and use of basic 
punctuation maiics in simple sentences 
and understand the meaning and use of 
pronouns in sendees. g 



4. The student should be able^to read 
simple and complex sentences and dis- 
tinguish between sentence fragments 
and complete sentences. The student 
should be able to combine two or more 
sentences to form one sentence and 
select the appropriate part of speech 
(noun, verb, adjective, or adverb) to 
correctly corrq^lete a given sentence 



4. rtnci miJorstund the meaning .iwtd the US« 

ot [)ruiu)uns in scntenRcs. 



S. The HtiKU'Ht should Ik^ able tii raul 
and luidcrst.wul the imNUiin)^ uf simple^ 

r 

signs aiuL s\'inl)()ls nt'ccssiiry to i'lUK 
t ion ef f ect ivelv and lairvivr in oui 
society (cxiunples: hij^iluvay sijkjns, 
(Linger si pis, and si^ns j^iving direc 
t ions J. 



The ^Luikiut liliuuld be able to read 
and luiderstand the meaniUK signs 
and s)inbels neccssarv t,o liuiclion 
el I cc lively aij^l survive in our 
society (examples: highway signs, 
iLniger signs, an^ signs giving direc- 
t ions) . 



0. The student should he .dvle to read 
and ujulerstami short selections 
identify t}ie,ni»iin ideas in those 
passages .nui respond accurately to 
(juestions ot' who, wliat, wlien, where, 
and why as they relate to tlic nuiterial 
read. The st;udent should he able to 
identify ivliicli statements in the 
selection are tjicts ifnd whidi express 
opinions and should be able to under- 
stand the difference between obvious 
and unpl icy niean ings in simple state- 
ments (sue* as; The souj) was as cold 
as ice. ) . 



6. The student should be able to re.ld 
and uxiderstand typical textbook 
passages illustrated with duirts or 
diagrajMS, identify the nuiin idea of 
the jxis sages, accurately resjxjnd to 
questions ol who, wlwit, when, where, 
and why as they relate to the iruiterial 
read, and accurately ' interpret the 
diarts and diagnims presented. The 
students shoulc^|J)e able to read news- 
paper articles and advert isanents and 
determine whidi stsj'tements are facts 
and which ones expr<?ss opinion or 
preferences . The student should be 
able to read simple poems and recognize 
the obvious and implied meanings of 
^statements (such as: The soup was #s 
cold as ice .) and the patterns of^rhyme 
and sound in tiie poems. 



Class if io'i tion Skills 



?. The student should Be able to place 

groins of objects or ideas int!^^imple"' " 
(^categories (such as apple, orange, 
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^Iguana ■ fruits) and to arrange words 
in order from the most general to th^ 



7. The student should be able t 

groins of words into appropriate 
categories (example: * Georgia, Florida 
Alabama = states) and^p^arrange words 
in order from general to the most 



'7. most sfHHiific (exiuirjilc: aiiimil, do^. 



7. HptM i rU (cxjiin|)les: luit ion> 
state, city). 



The studcMit sluuilil he able to al|)ha 
biTtizf \i>rcls ata>rdinK tu the 1 irst 
two letters, uiuleistaiul basic dictioiiaiy 
skills (sudi as ase ol" K^^i^^l*^' wt)r(Ls and 
selecting appiopi iate word nwoningsj, 
and understand how to use a tabic of 



contents to Idtate ir»f oi-nut ion in a 



book . 



8. The stuci(Mit should he al)le to line 
a dictionary (or' the following 
juirpoiies: identifying phonetic 
spellings of wt:)rds(mil for mile), 
seltctiiig appropriate word 
meaning (locating definitions) > 
finding synonyms (wonls that mean 
the siunc thing), and finding 
antonyms (oppositcs), Tlie student 
ii^iould able to use the table 
of contents and tlie index to 
locate s[)ecific information in a 
t^tbbok or a reference book, 
Tlie student should understand how 
to use a card catalog and how to 
locate materials in a library. 



The Kduaitiohal Test Lng »Serv ices of Princeton, New Jersey, was contracted to develop 
8th grade reading tests based on the 20 objectives. After review and appro va J by 
committees of Georgia eduaitors, the tests were field- tested in 72 local school syS'tems 
and revised into the current form. 

Perhaps the most significant feature of the Georgia Criterion-ReferL-nced Reading Tests 
is the method in wfiich the results are reported. The teaclier is provided with 
information on etidi student's performance level on each of the 20 objectives. In 
addition to reporting the studeivts level of mastery of the objective, the repqrt will 
also suggest areas that the student might possibly l>enefit from additional instruction. 
For example: at the 4th gpide, tJie reporting statements look like this: 



'Objective 1: Distinguish between sentence fragements and complete sentences. ^ 
Mastery level (3 of 5 correct) 



Item No. 1- 2 3 4 5 
Response A » B C 



Bill has not achieved the objective* 
Bill may need work on recognizing basic sentqncde. 
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riiiN ir|M)Minx piiKi-ilurr not only prnvitlcii thr tcfahcr with inrtnjintion on lljr 
stinJrnt's pu-.cMU j)i oniuiiu iovi'l on the ohjrit iVcs (,th/il is, whrthrr or not lUc 
sttuJcnt li.r. iiui^jUmc^I tlu' ol> loi I i vtv) . |)ut .ilso proviilt-^ t hr, t (Mrhwi with Vitlutl>lr 
'inrurnufion that ini>:ht It ir.nt to plnn iuruiv m-rnirnnn tor rnrh 'itudrttt. 

In ;iiKliti«'n thf ml oriikil ion IiWIu.Jtnl iv) this ir|HMl, <^n -.fhutfil oh i oi. f i vrs tho 

Lonipntri h.r- hiM-n aiiuiMul to printout '.pui U u U'loicnii's it t\\c stiuii^nl ikikcs 

spi'iilu. iiunuort n-spon-^cN. I or rxajn[)lo, on 8t)j ^:i;n!i' oh ir^ t i is '*thr 

stuili^nt iJontilu'S -Aunuls ol two .uul tlutv lottor i vmil) m.i t i ons, ol tonsonanls. in 

\»()Uh.". 1! tlic ^tuiii-nt inisM.'s ;j spcv. i 1 u. niiiihiM" oi iloins diMiinj^ witli his/hrr 

ahijitv to ulciititv (ii.iKr.iphs hut is siKrossltil in ;in">wcrin>i i loms on hlrnds, the 

^iriH)rluiK st.itommt will ro.ul, he stihlrnt ilul woll w 1 1 h' h loniLs hnt nuiy need work 

wlfh ili;i>:r:iphs'\ P.y i lU-n t 1 1 y i nj^ thr ;UfJs oi stikii-nt stion>;th .ukI wcMkncss on tins 

ol'K^^^ t ivi' m this m.iiwuM , tlu' loaifirr shuuM Ik; ahlo to (oiUN his/her instiucti<Hi 

4 

ur aJditic>uil di.i^:n<»si> on a ' sik'^^ i i u al 1 y idrnt il ii'il ni-inh; o( tlic student. The 
rcjKirt will (urthor allow the tcMchei to oxanuno t h^' ^i>fv i 1 ic ituns that the student 
i.'nsses so that slie/he nuiy detenninL% in tliis ease, winch diaj^raph or diaj'iapbs the 
stulent hiisseil. ^j^j • ■ 



ihe report also contains a siriiuiry statitiient on the student perfonnnnce level. This 
statement, usujJl)' one or two paraj;raphs lon^; provides the teacher with a guide 
assessment ut the student's overall performance. This quick spirillary 'wi 11 hopefully 
provide tiic teaciier with additioivil infomition as slie/he develops organiz^it ioivil 
patterns for sni;ill group instruction. ITie inlormation pro\cided irom tlie test is 
seen c^s an additional source of infoniiation tlvit tlie teacher may call on as slie/he 
nuikes decisiorts al>out the instructional needs' of his/her students. 



The Georgia Criterion-Kef erenceil R6ading Test providcxJ Georgia teachers with a greiit 
deal of infomuition on the student perfomiancc level. Tlie test examines the reading 
skill that thousands of /Georgia educators identified as being basic to successful 
performance in gr;ides 4 and 8. It is not the pui-i)ose of the developers of the test 
to dictate ,cur\riculun for local school systems.^ Tlic primiiry puq)ose o.f this test is 
to provj.de tciaqhers with additional information *on the performance level of these 
students on iide\itif ied critical skills so that they might be able to develop 
efficient and eAfefetive programs of instruction ba^ed on studcat needs. The 
ahead is to insuic that the results of the testing are effectively combined with 
other-methodi|^f lissessment to develop programs that recognize and provide for the 

11 



iiist t Ui t loiui^ nri'il'. of .ill j.tinirnts. 1 lir -auvf*-*^ «>r l^iiluic <'l tlu* Irst .ukI tlu 
tt'st iiif* ))M»f;i.»in lilt yi».»t<*l\' u-sts un - in )i ut i 1 i ;at ii>n. 
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